
 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE FRIEND 
 BY SIGRID NUNEZ 

 1.  How  is  the  narrator's  love  for  her  friend  different  from  that  of  a  wife,  of  which  he'd  had  three?  For 
 years  �ll  his  death,  even  a�er  an  early  affair  as  student/teacher,  the  narrator  considered  him  her 
 dearest friend. Why? 

 2.  Talk  about  the  ways  in  which  Apollo  provides  comfort  to  the  narrator.  Consider,  for  instance,  how  she 
 describes  the  fact  that  "having  a  huge  warm  body  pressed  along  the  length  of  your  spine  is  an 
 amazing  comfort."  What  experience  with  dogs  (and  cats)  have  you  had  in  terms  of  their  uncanny 
 ability to recognize our moods and, consciously or not, offer solace? 

 3.  How does the narrator comfort Apollo (above and beyond providing food and shelter)? 

 4.  What  do  you  think  of  the  friend,  a  womanizer  who  slept  with  his  students,  including  herself?  Were 
 his  ac�ons  ethical,  especially  if  there  is  equal  a�rac�on?  He  once  said  that  "the  classroom  was  the 
 most  ero�c  place  in  the  world.  To  deny  this  was  puerile."  Does  he  have  a  point?  Why  do  students  fall 
 for teachers? What's the dynamic? 

 5.  Thinking  of  J.M.  Coetzee's  character  in  Disgrace  ,  the  narrator,  wonders  about  castra�on  as  a  "fix"  for 
 her  friend  who,  with  such  frequency,  engaged  in  "disgus�ng...an�cs  of  a  dirty  old  man."  Any 
 thoughts? 

 6.  Why  do  her  own  students  disappoint  the  narrator?  What  are  the  views  some  espouse  in  their 
 papers? 

 7.  "If  reading  really  does  increase  empathy,  as  we  are  constantly  being  told  that  it  does,  it  appears  that 
 wri�ng takes some away." Why does the narrator feel this way about her fellow writers? 

 8.  There  is  li�le  in  The  Friend  when  it  comes  to  drama;  it's  primarily  a  study  of  character  and  an 
 explora�on  of  ideas.  Would  more  ac�on  have  made  a  difference  to  you  in  terms  of  how  you 
 experienced  the  book?  Nunez  also  includes  a  large  number  of  quota�ons  and  stories  from  the  works 
 of writers. Are they well integrated into the novel? Did you enjoy them … or find them distrac�ng? 
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