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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE WAGER : A TALE OF 
SHIPWRECK, MUTINY, AND MURDER 

BY DAVID GRANN 
1. How does the theme of survival manifest in the different characters' responses to the shipwreck and 

subsequent challenges they face?   

2. In what ways do loyalty and betrayal influence the dynamics among the crew during the mutiny?   

3. How does the historical context of maritime exploration contribute to the events and moral dilemmas 
presented in the narrative?   

4. What role do leadership and authority play in the decisions made by the crew after the shipwreck?   

5. How does the author portray the psychological impact of isolation and crisis on the characters?   

6. In what ways does the story challenge or reinforce traditional notions of heroism and villainy?   

7. Discuss the significance of the setting—both the ocean and the deserted land—to the overall theme of 
humanity's relationship with nature.   

8. How do gender dynamics and identities shape the interactions among characters, particularly in the 
context of survival and power struggles?   

9. What ethical questions arise from the choices made by the characters as they grapple with life-and-
death situations?   

10. How does the narrative structure affect your understanding of the events and their implications? 
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