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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR HOPE THE THING WITH
FEATHERS : THE COMPLETE POEMS OF EMILY DICKINSON

1. What were your initial reactions to Emily Dickinson’s poetry? How did the poems resonate with you
personally?

2. How does Dickinson’s unique voice come across in her poetry? What elements of her style stood out
to you?

3. How does Dickinson explore the theme of hope in her poems? Which poems best capture this theme,
and why?

4. How does Dickinson incorporate nature into her poetry? What role does nature play in her exploration
of larger themes?

5. How does Dickinson address themes of isolation and solitude? What do her poems reveal about her
own experiences and views on these themes?

6. How does Dickinson’s use of form and structure contribute to the meaning of her poems? Consider her
use of dashes, unconventional punctuation, and capitalization.

7. What kinds of imagery and symbolism are prevalent in Dickinson’s poetry? How do these elements
enhance the themes and emotions expressed in her work?

8. Which poems resonated with you the most, and why? Did any particular lines or images stand out?

9. How did reading Dickinson’s poetry impact your emotions or thoughts? Did any poems evoke a strong
emotional response?

10. How does understanding the historical context of Dickinson’s life and times influence your
interpretation of her poetry?

11. How do Dickinson’s poems remain relevant in contemporary times? Are there themes or issues that
particularly resonate with modern readers?

12. What innovative techniques does Dickinson employ in her poetry? How do these techniques set her
work apart from other poets of her time?

13. How does Dickinson’s use of narrative voice influence the reader’s experience? Consider the use of
first-person and introspective perspectives.

14. What were the most memorable poems or lines for you? Why did they leave a lasting impression?
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15. What do you think is the overall impact of Dickinson’s poetry as a whole? Did the collection provide a
cohesive understanding of her work?

16. Would you recommend this collection to others? Why or why not? Who do you think would benefit
most from reading it?
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