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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR DOG SONGS 
BY MARY OLIVER 

1. What were your initial impressions of "Dog Songs"? How did the poems resonate with you personally? 

2. How did the collection meet or differ from your expectations of Mary Oliver's work, especially in the 
context of writing about dogs? 

3. How does Mary Oliver capture the relationship between humans and dogs in her poems? What 
emotions and aspects of this bond does she highlight? 

4. In what ways does the collection reflect Oliver's broader themes of nature and companionship? How do 
the dogs in her poems fit into her larger worldview? 

5. How does the collection address themes of life, death, and loss? What insights does it offer about the 
impact of dogs on our lives? 

6. How does Oliver use imagery to evoke the presence and essence of dogs? Are there particular images 
or descriptions that stood out to you? 

7. What is the overall tone and mood of the collection? How does Oliver’s tone influence your 
interpretation of the poems? 

8. How do the forms and structures of the poems contribute to their meaning and impact? Are there any 
specific poems where the form enhances the content? 

9. Did any of the poems particularly resonate with your own experiences with dogs? How did the 
collection reflect your own feelings and experiences? 

10. What emotions did the collection evoke for you? How did Oliver's portrayal of dogs affect your feelings 
about your own pets or the concept of companionship? 

11. How do the themes of "Dog Songs" extend beyond the relationship between humans and dogs? What 
universal insights about life and love can be drawn from the collection? 

12. How does "Dog Songs" fit into Mary Oliver’s broader body of work? In what ways does it continue or 
diverge from her other poetry? 

13. Which poems from the collection were your favorites, and why? What made them stand out to you? 

14. What do you think is the overall message or theme of "Dog Songs"? Did the collection effectively 
convey this message? 
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15. Would you recommend "Dog Songs" to others? Who do you think would benefit most from reading it, 
and why? 
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