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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE AMERICAN SPIRIT: WHO WE 
ARE AND WHAT WE STAND FOR 

BY DAVID MCCULLOUGH 
1. What were your overall thoughts on the collection? Did any particular speech resonate with you more 

than others? 

2. How did you find David McCullough’s narrative voice and tone? Did his style enhance your 
understanding or connection with the content? 

3. How does McCullough define the "American spirit"? What qualities or values does he emphasize as 
central to the American identity? 

4. How does McCullough use historical events and figures to illustrate the American spirit? Were there 
any historical references that you found particularly compelling? 

5. McCullough frequently emphasizes the importance of understanding history. How does he argue that 
history should inform the present and future of the country? 

6. What lessons from history does McCullough highlight as particularly relevant today? How can these 
lessons be applied to contemporary challenges? 

7. How does McCullough address the concept of civic responsibility? What does he believe are the 
responsibilities of American citizens in preserving democracy? 

8. In his speeches, McCullough often discusses leadership. What qualities does he suggest are essential 
for effective leadership in America? How do these qualities compare to leadership in other contexts or 
eras? 

9. How does McCullough view the role of education in shaping the American spirit? Why does he place 
such a strong emphasis on knowledge and learning? 

10. What suggestions does McCullough make for inspiring future generations to appreciate and 
understand their history? Do you find his ideas practical or idealistic? 

11. How does McCullough define patriotism? How does his concept of patriotism compare to 
contemporary understandings of the term? 

12. While McCullough celebrates the American spirit, does he also encourage critical reflection on 
America's past? How does he balance pride in the nation with an acknowledgment of its flaws? 
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13. The book is a collection of speeches rather than a continuous narrative. How did this format impact 
your reading experience? Did it make the content more or less engaging? 

14. McCullough is known for his storytelling abilities. How did his storytelling enhance the messages of his 
speeches? Were there any anecdotes or stories that stood out to you? 

15. How do McCullough's speeches relate to current events or issues in the United States? Did any of his 
messages seem particularly timely or prescient? 

16. McCullough often references tradition and heritage. How do you think the preservation of these 
traditions contributes to the American spirit? Are there aspects of tradition that may need to evolve? 

17. What are your key takeaways from "The American Spirit"? Did the book change your perspective on 
American history or your role as a citizen? 

18. Would you recommend this book to others? Who do you think would benefit most from reading it, 
and why? 
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