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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE ELEPHANT VANISHES 
BY HARUKI MURAKAMI  

1. What recurring themes and motifs do you notice throughout the collection? How do these contribute to the 
overall tone and message of the stories? 

2. How does Murakami use elements of magical realism in these stories? What effect does this have on your 
interpretation of the narratives? 

3. Many of Murakami's characters seem to experience feelings of isolation or alienation. How is this portrayed 
in different stories, and what do you think Murakami is trying to convey through these experiences? 

4. How does Murakami blend the mundane with the extraordinary in his storytelling? What impact does this 
have on the reader's perception of reality? 

5. How do these stories reflect aspects of Japanese culture, and how do they transcend cultural boundaries 
to address universal themes? 

6. What do you think the vanishing of the elephant symbolizes? How does this event affect the narrator and 
the community? 

7. How does Murakami's narrative style contribute to the story's sense of mystery and ambiguity? 

8. How does the story blur the line between reality and fantasy? What is the significance of the well and the 
woman the protagonist meets? 

9. What does the protagonist's communication with his wife reveal about their relationship? 

10. How does the protagonist's inability to sleep affect her perception of reality and her life? 

11. What might sleep (or the lack thereof) symbolize in this story? How does it relate to the protagonist’s sense 
of self and freedom? 

12. How does the concept of repetition play out in the story? What does the second bakery attack signify for 
the characters? 

13. How does the shared experience of the bakery attack affect the couple’s relationship? 

14. How does Murakami use ambiguity to create suspense in the story? What do you think really happened 
to the barns? 

15. What do we learn about the narrator and his relationship with the mysterious man and the woman? How 
does this triangle drive the story? 

16. How does the presence of the TV people disrupt the protagonist’s life? What do they represent? 

17. How does the story comment on the impact of technology on human relationships and isolation? 
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18. How does Murakami incorporate elements of fairy tales or folklore into this story? What is the significance 
of the dwarf? 

19. How does the story explore the intersection between dreams and reality? What might the protagonist’s 
dreams indicate about his subconscious? 

20. How would you describe Murakami’s writing style? How does it contribute to the atmosphere and themes 
of the stories? 

21. Ordinary objects often take on extraordinary significance in Murakami’s stories. Can you identify examples 
of this and discuss their importance? 

22. How does Murakami develop his characters despite the often surreal and fragmented nature of the stories? 
Are there particular characters that stand out to you? 

23. These questions can help spark deeper discussions and insights into the complex and often enigmatic 
world of Haruki Murakami's The Elephant Vanishes. 
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