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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR STEELHEART
BY BRANDON SANDERSON

1. The novel introduces the concept of Epics, individuals with superhuman abilities who often abuse their
powers for personal gain. How does Sanderson explore the idea of power and its corrupting influence?
What parallels can you draw between the Epics and real-world figures or institutions?

2. The protagonist, David Charleston, seeks revenge against the Epic known as Steelheart for the death of
his father. How does David's quest for vengeance drive the narrative forward, and how does it shape his
character arc throughout the novel?

3. Sanderson creates a vivid and immersive world in Steelheart, complete with its own rules and
mythology. What aspects of the world-building did you find most intriguing or unique, and how do they
contribute to the overall atmosphere of the story?

4. The Reckoners, a group of rebels dedicated to overthrowing Epics, play a central role in the novel. How
does David's involvement with the Reckoners challenge his beliefs and convictions? What ethical
dilemmas do the Reckoners face in their fight against the Epics?

5. Sanderson incorporates elements of mystery and suspense into the narrative, particularly regarding the
nature of Steelheart's weaknesses. How does the mystery surrounding Steelheart's powers drive the
plot, and how do the characters navigate the risks and uncertainties of their mission?

6. The novel explores themes of hope, resilience, and the power of ordinary individuals to effect change in
the face of overwhelming odds. How do David and the other characters embody these themes, and what
lessons can be drawn from their experiences?

7. Sanderson infuses the story with humor and wit, even in the midst of action-packed scenes and high-
stakes situations. How does humor serve as a tool for character development and world-building in
Steelheart?

8. The climax of the novel brings several plot threads to a head, culminating in a dramatic showdown
between the Reckoners and Steelheart. How does Sanderson build tension and suspense leading up to
this moment, and were you satisfied with the resolution?

9. Reflecting on the themes of power and responsibility, how do the events of Steelheart challenge your
perceptions of heroism and villainy? What messages or insights do you take away from the novel?

10. How does Steelheart compare to other works of science fiction or superhero fiction you have read?
What sets it apart, and what aspects of the novel did you find most memorable or thought-provoking?
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