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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR HAMNET 
BY MAGGIE O’FARRELL 

1. The novel is named after Shakespeare's son, Hamnet, rather than his more famous play, Hamlet. What 
significance does this choice of title hold, and how does it shape your expectations for the story? 

2. O'Farrell's novel blends historical fact with fiction. How does she bring the world of 16th-century 
England to life, and what details did you find most immersive or evocative? 

3. The narrative shifts between different perspectives and timelines, including those of Agnes 
(Shakespeare's wife) and Hamnet. How does this multi-layered storytelling enhance your 
understanding of the characters and their relationships? 

4. Agnes is portrayed as a complex and unconventional woman, deeply connected to nature and the 
supernatural. How does O'Farrell depict Agnes's role as a healer and her unique worldview? How does 
her character challenge societal norms of the time? 

5. The novel explores themes of grief, loss, and the fragility of life. How do Agnes, Shakespeare, and their 
family members cope with the death of Hamnet, and how does it impact each of them differently? 

6. Shakespeare is a central figure in the novel, yet he remains somewhat distant and enigmatic. How 
does O'Farrell portray Shakespeare as both a literary genius and a flawed human being? What insights 
does she offer into his creative process and personal life? 

7. O'Farrell imagines a powerful connection between Hamnet and his twin sister, Judith. How does their 
bond shape the story, and what role does Judith play in the aftermath of Hamnet's death? 

8. The novel explores the power of art and storytelling to transcend grief and preserve memory. How 
does Shakespeare's work, particularly Hamlet, reflect his experiences of loss and his relationship with 
his son? 

9. Reflecting on the ending of the novel, how does O'Farrell resolve the various storylines and character 
arcs? Were you satisfied with the conclusion, or were there aspects you found unresolved or open to 
interpretation? 

10. How has reading Hamnet influenced your perspective on Shakespeare, his works, and the lives of 
those around him? What are some key themes or moments from the novel that will stay with you? 
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